In 1893, M. A. Lawson, an English botanist, collected Ophiorrhiza radicans from 'Colatoorpolay' (presently known as Kulathupuzha) in the Kollam District, Kerala, India. This is the only known collection from India. It has never been recollected even though Kerala and its adjoining area have been well explored in recent years; hence Deb & Mondal (1997) treated the taxon in their 'possibly extinct category '. Water & Gillett (1998) also considered it in their Extinct (e.g., "Ex") category. It also appeared in many Red lists of India and Sri Lanka (ENVIS & MOEF, 2003; MOE, 2012) and the present discovery is significant from a conservation point of view.
Quite unlike the Sri Lankan collections, the specimens from Kulathupuzha, India, are variable as these plants have a prostrate habit with shorter internodal length, and ovate or ovate-lanceolate leaves with rounded to shortly cuneate at base, etc. However, these features do not appear to warrant any separate taxonomic status, and are considered here to be an ecotype worth illustrating.
Ophiorrhiza radicans Gardner ex Thwaites, 1859
Enumeratio Plantarum Zeylaniae 139 (1859).
Herbs 10-30 cm long, rooting at the nodes; stems densely hairy, pale green, profusely branched. Leaves with pubescent petioles 0.6-1.5 cm and persistent, deltoid, pubescent stipules to 0.5 mm long; blades 1.5-4.5 x 0.8-2.5 cm, ovate or ovate-lanceolate, acute at apex, rounded or shortly cuneate at base, entire or slightly undulate marginally, glabrous and dark green above, grayish and hairy along the nerves below; lateral nerves 4-6 pairs. Inflorescences terminal corymbose cymes, 0.5-2.5 cm across, few flowered, contracted, pubescent; peduncle 3-3.5 cm long, slender, pubescent; bracts and bracteoles similar, 0.5-1 mm long, narrowly triangular, caduceus. 
Conservation:
Since Ophiorrhiza radicans is a rediscovery after a long span of time, we have introduced the species to the field gene bank of Jawaharalal Nehru Tropical Botanic Garden and Research Institute, as part of their ex-situ conservation and for future studies.
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